PARTNERSHIP OF EQUALS CONFERENCE: A GENDER EDUCATION PROGRAMME

DIALOGUE MAT 1: DANCE va ¥’
P o ©
For centuries, society has assigned symbols, images and attributes of = j ““"-;.: Choreography is the art of creating dances, putting # % Read the quotations below. Reflect on the social

© character to our gender. ) : steps and movements into patterns that use the body : structures that we live within that both influence and
The symbols we use to assign gender in science are associated with Venus — a looking to express meaning through music. Examine the dance are influenced by politics, arts and culture. Is change
glass — and Mars — a shield and spear. imagery here and in the card-sort activity that is in the necessary? What is the recipe for change, if it is?

Vanity and war. What are your reflections on the use of these symbols Lis\feu;:(:tr)saecekr; Think about the film dance montage we

for gender assignment? “You can't easily
fit women into a
structure that is

already coded as
male; you have to
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“In many, many cases, women

make different choices in life to
the ones that men make simply
for biological reasons ... A woman
who has a client base, has a child and takes

change the structure.” two or three years off - she is worth far less
Mary Beard, Women & Power to her employer when she comes back than
- A Manifesto, 2017. when she went away because that client base

won't be stuck as rigidly to her portfolio.”
_l/ Nigel Farage, Politician

“The problem with \Iﬁ
gender is that it |
+ "% Research in the past has divided behaviours into gender-specific categories. A recent survey of prescribes how we b\ “Men are so accustomed 10 various
i 2 % business leadership attributed certain characteristics to people’s leadership differently accordin should be rather than privieges suich as automaticall
i P ) ard 7 peop P y 9 recognizing how we are. being taken more seriously — that
*ravs to their gender. Do you agree with the findings? Imagine how much happier we they are not even aware they
would be, how much freer to exist. That's why it is so crucial
Women Seen as More Compassionate Look at the card-sort activity and think about the [V’Vee i%lsr,;’i ;@g";;)‘i“j\zg/))’fz f’f iza?me” Iisten to omen and
. ’ ) ) ) . elr experiences, ana learn.
Men More Decisive Trump’s presidential campaign way women and mven moved in the dances you Sa"‘f)' gender expectations.” Owen Jones. Columnist
took traditional gender Was thert_e a leader? How were the dancers dressed? Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie,
% saying each characteristic is ... assumptions about leadership Were their movements powerful, vulnerable or We Should All Be Feminists
- Z“d used the”; efL?Ct'V‘T:CY tod delicate? Record your thoughts below. How often
ua .
More true o oF raw support for himseft an were men and women choreographed differently to
of women both to undermine Clinton. In one . . . . . . .
_ tweet. he used her husband’s reflect the gender characteristics listed in Task 2 and - The tragically high male suicide
2 32 z . . . .
Compassionate _ B e T, TeT e, in the images you are wewmg? . ' ‘ (ate, for example, cannot be
Organized _ 4 46 sexual attraction and gender '/fa woman finds a sexist ' divorced 'from the fact that mer
to plant questions about her joke offensive, that says more are far less //ke/y than women to
Honest “ 3 67 fitness to govern America about her inability to deal with seek support. for mental hea/th problems.
Innovative 1 . 12 75 : challenging situations.” When we br/ng men up in a world that
' Katie Hopkins - teaches them it’'s not manly to talk about
Intelligent 9 I 4 86 Media Personality their feelings, we damage them terribly. And
Ambitious 9 I 1 68 o gender stereotypes don’t exist in a vacuum.”
Decisi . I - o Q Donald J. Trump & Follow | / [ Laura Bates, Founder of Everyday Sexism
ecisive @realDonaldTrump
— ) If Hillary Clinton can't satisfy her husband, what \Iﬁ
ote: “No answer” not shown. \ \ \ .
Source: Pew Research Center survey, Nov. 12-21, 2014 (N=1,835) makes her th”’]k She Can Sﬂtle}" Amenca? Where dO you place yourself on thIS Spectrum?
PEW RESEARCH CENTER Q7a-g
< [
Many men and women find Trump’s sexism abhorrent — yet, he was elected despite this. Change No Change
How far do you think this reflects a truthful picture of our society’s position on gender _
and leadership? Do you think there can be change? Using the cards in the resource pack, match the Some people say that there is real need to change the

status quo. Others say that “it’s all gone too far.” What

images with the correct dance genre and description g i
are your views? Give reasons for your answer.

of the choreography.




PARTNERSHIP OF EQUALS CONFERENCE: A GENDER EDUCATION PROGRAMME

DIALOGUE MAT 2: SHAKESPEARE vt

'

Costumes and casting are used by directors to allow for a greater understanding

et g |n theatr metimes femal r will pl e
f 1 Shakespeare has always had thoroughly developed {92 % theatre, somet s temaie act esses will play 5 3 ) . ;
# male characters # male characters and vice versa. Critics claimed that i of who a character is. They allow directors to have a creative tool to explore
eren Herens the following two actresses gave some of the best eren characterisation. They also allow directors to influence the world and how we see
it. Look at the pictures below. What is the director saying about the society s/he is

performances they’d seen. Why do you think more male

characters are not played by female actresses that often? presenting through the casting, costume and characteristaion?

lan McKellen as King Lear Paapa Essiedu as Hamlet
. Glenda Jackson as King Lear Maxine Peake as Hamlet David Tennant as Jodie Whittaker as Baywatch released in 2017 Hidden Figures released
Please refer to the cards in the resource pack to read :
I Doctor Who Doctor Who in 2016
descriptions of some Shakespearean characters and
their roles and complex personalities.
S | Ty, J.K. Rowling & -
Jackson is € o oving Follow

King Lear review - Glenda
Canon: brown eyes, frizzy hair and very clever.

magnificent

Shakespeare’s male characters are very often written with full and S Hamlet review - Maxi - White skin was never specified. Rowling loves
complex personalities- their gender does not define them, with odvVicLondon i Deborsh delicate]y ferocious pn_e Peakeisa black Hermione '
some characters exhibiting what we might term more ‘masculine’ ‘\;“J“jlzjj‘j‘,i‘l,_‘;]}_}\"ff._“f;“f‘j;"{".,,;._':_’I.,ﬁf, ion Denmark rince of Fans accuse Disney of
traits, and others more ‘feminine’. Romeo, for example is allowed o kg whitewashing Pocahontas in
to be both a hopeless romantic and also a violent gang member. Royal Exchange, Manchesc Wreck-It Ralph 2 trailer
When one of Shakespeare’s female characters, however, exhibits Ol Yt i roasins ,-j","_;g’;;j,:;f;;it‘;}';:f"’"--{m f.iz.ehI—',r:n;;h.m\ SR iNak i
strength or does not conform to an ideal of femininity, it is retuming to the _\.;.g.,;4',",,’,’:,32;;:;§2:r.i Lear.Noif, no buts 1y o Athe T ”' distorttheplay = oeHe
almost always remarked upon and seen as a negative sign f;;f’,';?:;:’;:;;zjj;;‘;‘T“'""fm ke Chritine B i R Casino Royale Black Panther broke
(for example, Kate in The Taming of the Shrew). :j:;:(:‘;}:}: i hour :—:;I::;;,':.(,',Z:‘.'-f,o(;:;;i:fﬁ:;'ﬂ]\;-f}lhn pl i released in 2006 box office records, with

After mkin;z :;z::::’;t”: ”‘: TR ki 'lstrongk,] black, female

\ilby s0at & And ashes role of MP fo AmDste .
What does Shakespeare’s composition of male characters ::ifﬁ::?.".(f;liif::ff:ﬁ’.lﬁf_f;ﬂ.”,f,’j,“r’"‘”-"2"rn1;;J:&i@f;ffffii, Our ottom Line ead characters
tell us about social attitudes towards men and how they \rf,'f.",i’:}}'}f.::.':{;!,'f;’:;'.',lf,fff‘}' S b o 1 A A P ¢ iy A
have changed over time? rborah Wamer brving e b | e a a What do these tweets and review excerpts tell you about casting choices that are made

st | by directors? How does this make you feel about the films you have seen and the
Our Review (++++%) assumptions or decisions made by the director?

R's baginning 1o feel rather kke this play 1S taking over my ke at the momen:
After watching and reviewing the BEC Shakespeare Collacion production recerdly,
spending weeks in rehearsal for a local production, and buying DVDs of every
other version 1 can fing, kst Thursday night | headed to a local ¢ na to watch a
screenng of the Manchester Royal Exchange theatre’s 2014 prod on, starring
Maxine Peake, Of course, the most immediately mtnguing thing 1|
production was the casting of 3 woman as the famous Princa of Denmark

Should an actor’s gender determine whether they play
a character or not? Why/Why not?
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Shakespeare said that all plays should reflect the reality of life. ‘Hold a mirror up to nature’.

Would Shakespeare’s plays stay the same in the modern day? Would he have the same characters
and development? If Shakespeare were alive today what do you think his plays would look like?

What characters would he have?
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